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Everyone Wins With Summer Food!

e  Low-income children have nutritious
meals and organized activities.

e  Low-income parents stretch food
dollars and have healthy recreation for
their children.

° Food service workers have
summer employment.

e  The school receives Federal money
to carry out the program.

What is the summer food program?

The Summer Food Service Program for
Children is a federally funded program
operated nationally by the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and administered at
the State level by a State agency. The agency
reimburses sponsors (such as schools) for
meals served at approved feeding sitesin
low-income areas to children 18 years and
under.

How does the summer food program differ
from the school lunch program?

If you have an academic summer school
program, you should continue to participate
in school lunch and breakfast. However, the
summer food program is ideal if you sponsor
an enrichment, recreational, or activities
program over the summer. The summer food

service reimbursement rate is higher than that

for school lunch.

Who can sponsor the summer food program?

Units of local government, camps, private
nonprofit organizations, and schools.

What is an approved feeding site?

A feeding site must be approved by the State
agency as either an “open” or “enrolled” site.

An “open” siteis one in which at least half
the children in the area are eligible for free or
reduced-price school meals.

An “enrolled” siteis one in which at least
half the children enrolled in the summer
program are eligible for afree or reduced-
price lunch.

Who can receive meals at an approved
feeding site?

All children 18 years of age or under are
eligible to receive free meals at an “open”
site. Only enrolled children may eat at an
“enrolled” site.

How does my school apply to be a program
sponsor?

Contact the State agency and complete an
application form supplied by the agency.

How are schools reimbursed for the meals
served?

Forms documenting how many meals
were served for the month must be
submitted to the State agency. Thereis
an administering and operating rate for
each meal served. The sponsor will be
reimbursed at that rate or for actua cost
if less than the rate.

What type of meal service is required?

Meals must have the same meal
components as school lunch and
breakfast. Lunch and one other meal or
snack may be served. Additional benefits
are available for migrant sites.

Does my school prepare the meals?

A school may serve as a sponsor and
either prepare its own meals or contract
with avendor. A school may also serve
as a vendor for another sponsor and not
administer or supervise a feeding site.




